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2nd U.S. official heard Trump’s phone call
with EU ambassador in restaurant,
source says, confirming impeachment
testimony

By DESMOND BUTLER, MICHAEL BIESECKER AND MATTHEW LEE
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ADVERTISEMENT

TRIAL OFFER
SUPPORT QUALITY NEWS

4 weeks for 99¢

SAVE NOW

2 DEAD, MULTIPLE PEOPLE SHOT AT HIGH SCHOOL IN CALIFORNIA: LA COPS

2 dead, several injured in
shooting at a Southern
California high school;…

Why did the Bears draft
Mitch Trubisky over Patrick
Mahomes and Deshaun…

The shallowest G
provides drinking
more people than

SECTIONS
SUBSCRIBE

4 weeks for only 99¢
LOG IN

https://www.chicagotribune.com/nation-world/#nt=taxonomy-article
mailto:?subject=2nd%20U.S.%20official%20heard%20Trump%E2%80%99s%20phone%20call%20with%20EU%20ambassador%20in%20restaurant%2C%20source%20says%2C%20confirming%20impeachment%20testimony&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagotribune.com%2Fnation-world%2Fct-nw-trump-impeachment-phone-call-20191114-utha4634xfgkhgppytb37izyeu-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/nation-world/ct-nw-santa-clarita-school-shooting-20191114-xyvuko3fsvguhgcybaaq3d7bai-story.html#nt=screamer
https://www.chicagotribune.com/nation-world/ct-nw-santa-clarita-school-shooting-20191114-xyvuko3fsvguhgcybaaq3d7bai-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/bears/ct-chicago-bears-mitch-trubisky-2017-nfl-draft-20191112-mkiclk4l4jb3bndxf7azbtdw6m-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/nation-world/ct-nw-santa-clarita-school-shooting-20191114-xyvuko3fsvguhgcybaaq3d7bai-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/bears/ct-chicago-bears-mitch-trubisky-2017-nfl-draft-20191112-mkiclk4l4jb3bndxf7azbtdw6m-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/environment/great-lakes/ct-lake-erie-climate-change-algae-blooms-20191114-bjkteorf5vg2hfu3cgqxe2ncru-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.chicagotribune.com/?#nt=mastheadnavbar


Ambassador Gordon Sondland arrives at the U.S. Capitol on Oct. 17, 2019. (Saul Loeb/Getty Images)

A second U.S. Embassy staffer in Kyiv overheard a cellphone call between
President Donald Trump and his ambassador to the European Union discussing a
need for Ukrainian officials to pursue “investigations,” The Associated Press has
learned.

The July 26 call between Trump and Gordon Sondland was first described during
testimony Wednesday by William Taylor, the acting U.S. ambassador to Ukraine.
Taylor said one of his staffers overhead the call while Sondland was in a Kyiv
restaurant the day after Trump’s July 25 phone call with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy that triggered the House impeachment inquiry.
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The second diplomatic staffer also at the table was Suriya Jayanti, a foreign service
officer based in Kyiv. A person briefed on what Jayanti overheard spoke to AP on
condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter currently under investigation.

The accounts of the two embassy staffers could tie Trump closer to alleged efforts
to hold up military aid to Ukraine in exchange for investigations into political rival
Joe Biden and his son Hunter’s business dealings. In defending Trump on
Wednesday, Republicans repeatedly highlighted that Taylor never directly heard
the president direct anyone to demand that the Ukrainians open the probe.
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Trump on Wednesday said he did not recall the July 26 call with Sondland.

“No, not at all, not even a little bit,” Trump said.

The White House did not respond to questions Thursday about the second witness
to the call with Sondland.

The staffer Taylor testified about is David Holmes, the political counselor at the
embassy in Kyiv, according to an official familiar with the matter who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

Holmes is scheduled to testify Friday before House investigators in a closed
session.

Taylor was one of the first witnesses called Wednesday during the impeachment
inquiry’s initial open hearing. He testified that his staffer could hear Trump on the
phone asking Sondland about “the investigations.”
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Later that day, a Twitter account that appears to belong to Ukraine’s then-Defense
Minister Oleksandr Danylyuk posted a photo of himself at dinner with Sondland,
Taylor and Ambassador Kurt Volker, who was then Trump’s special envoy to
Ukraine for peace negotiations.

Since 2014, the Ukrainian government has been battling Russian-backed
separatists in the country’s eastern region, and the continuation of U.S. military
aid is crucial to its defense. Whether Trump directed nearly $400 million in aid to
be withheld to force the Ukrainians to open investigations into Democrats is a key
question of the impeachment inquiry.

Current and former U.S. officials say Sondland’s use of a cellphone in a public
place in Ukraine to speak with anyone in the U.S. government back home about
sensitive matters, let alone the president, would be a significant breach of
communications security.

Jayanti is an attorney who joined the State Department in 2012 and was previously
posted at the U.S. Embassy in Iraq. She has been stationed since September 2018
at the embassy in Kyiv where she helps coordinate U.S. business interests with the
former Soviet republic’s energy industry.

Jayanti was in Washington last month and scheduled for a closed-door interview
with impeachment investigators. But the deposition was canceled because of the
funeral for former House Oversight Chair Elijah Cummings and has not yet been
rescheduled.
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Holmes, a career diplomat, joined the Foreign Service in 2002 and has served in
Afghanistan, Colombia, India, Kosovo and Russia as well as on the White House
National Security Council staff. He won an award for constructive dissent from the
American Foreign Service Association in 2014 for complaining about problems
that an alternate diplomatic channel had caused in South Asia and recommending
organizational changes to the State Department’s bureaucratic structure for the
region.
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U.S. diplomats and other government employees are instructed not to use
cellphones for sensitive official matters while traveling anywhere abroad but
notably in countries known to be targeted for surveillance by intelligence agencies
such as Russia, China and Israel.

Ukraine has long been among the countries of concern, particularly since a 2014
incident in which the U.S. accused Russian intelligence of eavesdropping on and
then leaking a recording of a conversation between two senior U.S. officials in Kyiv
that led to great embarrassment and strains between the U.S. and its European
allies.

Trump impeachment hearing: 6 takeaways from a day of testimony, questions

and bickering on Capitol Hill »

In that recording, then-Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs Victoria
Nuland is heard telling former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Geoff Pyatt “F-ck the
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EU,” because of the European Union’s slowness to respond to the political crisis in
the country.

“That phone call was also a mistake the way it was conducted and it had huge
implications for our foreign policy,” said Michael McFaul, a former U.S.
ambassador to Russia who is now at Stanford University. “Particularly after that,
anybody should understand how dangerous it is to make an unsecured call in Kyiv,
or anywhere else for that matter.”

“Obviously, making a phone call from Kyiv to the president of the United States
means that not just the Russian intelligence services will be on the call, but a whole
lot of other people, too,” McFaul said. “If it was that important, he (Sondland)
could have easily gotten up from the restaurant, gone to the embassy and made a
secure call through the White House operations center. A lower-level official would
probably be reprimanded for this kind of breach.”

In a closed-door hearing last month, former White House Russia adviser Fiona Hill
said she was concerned that Sondland posed a counterintelligence risk, according
to a transcript released by the House. Hill cited a Sondland habit of giving out
personal cellphone numbers — hers and national security adviser John Bolton’s as
well as his own — and his failure to get appropriately briefed ahead of meetings.

“So he was often meeting with people he had no information about,” said Hill, who
served as the senior director for Russia at the National Security Council. “It’s like
basically driving along with no guardrails and no GPS on an unfamiliar territory.”
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She said Sondland was meeting with foreign officials “that we had derogatory
information on that he shouldn’t have been meeting with” or he was giving out his
phone number or texting foreign officials. “All of those communications could have
been exfiltrated by the Russians very easily,” she said.

Hill said officials from Europe would literally appear at the gates of the White
House and call her personal phone, which was kept in a lockbox. She said she’d
later find messages from irate officials who’d been told by Sondland that they were
supposed to meet with her.

She said she found it deeply concerning and asked for someone from the
Intelligence Bureau to “sit down with him and explain that this was a
counterintelligence risk.”
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Associated Press writers Lynn Berry and Jill Colvin contributed from
Washington.
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